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The Office of Chief Public Defender supports Raised Bill No. 6708, An Act Councerning
Criminal Cases of Persons Who Have Returned from Service with the Armed Forces. However, if
passed, there will be a need for additional personnel and resources for the Division of Public
Defender Services. Many G.A. offices are currently over the Public Defender Services Caseload
Goals as adopted in accordance with the settlement agreement in Rivera v. Rowland, and are
already overburdened by numerous specialty dockets, which include motor vehicle, youthful
offender, and domestic violence. These factors increase the risk that the Division will provide
indigent defendants with ineffective assistance of counsel.

If additional resources were appropriated, this Office, as in the past, would be in favor of
passage of this bill which provides diversion and additional suppoit for veterans. The Division is
a long-standing participant in the annual veterans’ “Stand Down” event in Rocky Hill, at which
many state agencies, including the courts, collaborate to provide numerous services to homeless
veterans. With additional resources, the Division could better assist veterans involved in the
criminal justice system and insure that they receive the increased mental health and/or substance
abuse treatment that the bill contemplates.



